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	IRISH MEDICINES BOARD

hOW TO REPORT A SIDE-EFFECT TO A MEDICINE USED TO TREAT OR PREVENT the PANDEMIC (H1N1) 2009 flu


IMB Guidance for patients and members of the public

If you are worried about a side effect you think may be associated with a medicine/vaccine, please contact a doctor or pharmacist for further advice.

If you think a flu medicine has caused an unwanted side effect, please report the problem using the IMB’s online reporting system (www.imb.ie), the downloadable report form or contact us to provide initial information, which will be sent to you for verification. Please note that you can report a suspected side effect on this website.
When deciding if your new medicine may have caused the symptoms you are experiencing, a number of factors should be taken into account. If symptoms begin after you start a new medicine, they may be related to this medicine, but this will not always be the case. Your symptoms may be related to a medical condition that you have, or may simply be coincidental, particularly if you experience symptoms that commonly occur within the population, for instance headache. It is also possible that symptoms may be the result of an interaction between a new medicine, and a medicine or remedy already being used. If your symptoms stop after the medicine is stopped, this may suggest that they are more likely to have been caused by the medicine.
Your doctor or health professional is in the best position to advise what might have caused your symptoms, and will be aware of your individual medical condition, any other medicines you are taking, and any other relevant information. Your doctor will be able to give you advice about any symptoms you are experiencing, whether or not they are associated with the medicine you are taking and any action you need to take.
The IMB encourages patients and health professionals to complete an on-line adverse reaction report of any suspected side effects from taking a medicine.
How to Report

1. Online Reporting via the IMB Website, www.imb.ie
2. Using the downloadable form from the IMB website

A paper adverse reaction form can be downloaded from the IMB Website. This can be sent by Freepost to the IMB, by addressing the envelope.
3. By telephone/email to the IMB 
Tel: (01) 6764971, email imbpharmacovigilance@imb.ie
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