Friday, 20th November 2009
IRISH MEDICINES BOARD TAKES PART IN OPERATION PANGEA II
42,000 tablets seized in a joint IMB, Customs and Garda operation during International Internet Week of Action

The Irish Medicines Board (IMB) participated in Operation PANGEA II in conjunction with 26  countries as part of on International Internet Week of Action which took place from the 16th – 20th November 2009. Operation PANGEA II targets the illegal online sale of counterfeit and illicit medicines worldwide which can harm public health.  
Under Irish law, the sale of prescription only medicines by mail order is prohibited. This prohibition includes Internet supplies of prescription only medicines. As part of Operation PANGEA II 2009 and the International Internet Week of Action, the IMB in conjunction with the Revenue Commissioners’ Custom Service and the Garda Siochana seized 42,000 potentially harmful and illegal tablets from the Irish market. The operation also involved the execution of five search warrants involving the IMB, Gardai and Customs. The substances detained included protein inhibitors, anti-depressants, anti-platelet drugs, Beta-blockers, dietary products, mood stabilizers, hormone suppressants and anabolic steroids. 
On an international scale, 16,057 packages were inspected globally by regulators and customs throughout the week long operation resulting in the detention of 166,540 tablets. 751 websites were identified internationally to be engaged in illegal activity including offering controlled or prescription only drugs. 72 of these websites were taken down and there were a total of 11 adverts removed from auction sites. 
The first Operation PANGEA took place last year. It is co-ordinated under the umbrella of INTERPOL and the World Health Organization's (WHO) International Medical Products Anti-Counterfeiting Taskforce (IMPACT); Operation Pangea II involved multiple law enforcement agencies from the participating countries, as well as the Permanent Forum on International Pharmaceutical Crime (PFIPC), the Universal Postal Union (UPU) and the World Customs Organization (WCO).
Commenting on the IMB’s involvement in, Pat O’Mahony, Chief Executive, IMB stated that: 

 “In addition to this initiative, the IMB works in close co-operation with the Irish Revenue Custom Service, to intercept¹ the Internet supply of prescription only medicines throughout the year. We have an enforcement section which is continually monitoring and intercepting illegal activities in relation to medicines. This initiative complements our Irish activities and raises the profile of the danger of potential harmful medicines channeled illegally to unsuspecting people.”
 “The IMB strongly advises consumers not to purchase medicinal products through any unauthorised sources such as the Internet as there can be no guarantees on the safety, efficacy and quality of products purchased in this manner. People should only use medicines as appropriate and following advice from a healthcare professional such as a pharmacist or doctor”, he concluded.
The IMB liaises closely with other similar bodies throughout Europe and the rest of the world in the enforcement of laws relating to the supply of medicines and medical devices to the market.
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Notes to editor:
1. If an Internet supplied medicine is intercepted when entering Ireland it will be detained and destroyed and the purchaser will not be compensated for the financial loss.
ABOUT THE IRISH MEDICINES BOARD

The Irish Medicines Board (IMB) is the competent authority for the licensing of human and veterinary medicines and medical devices in Ireland. Its role is to protect and enhance public and animal health through the regulation of medicines, medical devices and healthcare products.
Other links: www.interpol.int 
