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Cosmetics Information Day , September 15th

Nicola Hickie
Cosmetics Project Officer

Introduction to market 
surveillance
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Overview

• What does it involve?
• Who carries it out?
• What happens at EU level?
• What are the future plans?
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What is Market Surveillance?

http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://www.abc.net.au/reslib/200812/r326498_1464025.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.abc.net.au/news/stories/2009/07/14/2625320.htm&usg=__b0pN7Ut8X3BXgIJ1xOEkLvMk3MU=&h=589&w=840&sz=63&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=msnZ9VWNIas2GM:&tbnh=102&tbnw=145&prev=/images?q=labelling+laws&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://www.aldarin-electronics.com/images/market analysis.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.aldarin-electronics.com/market-analysis.html&usg=__RqZQ9yxdU2zTGT-HCFX5N19A5Sg=&h=282&w=425&sz=13&hl=en&start=1&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=WxnTmuMOT9slVM:&tbnh=84&tbnw=126&prev=/images?q=analysis&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1
http://www.google.ie/imgres?imgurl=http://www.hydroserve.com/images/Lab12.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.hydroserve.com/&usg=__0StdH6bwKeqcdlecB4wwAkXnpwE=&h=350&w=518&sz=32&hl=en&start=9&zoom=1&itbs=1&tbnid=qtYGCSaQUHLbPM:&tbnh=89&tbnw=131&prev=/images?q=lab+analysis&hl=en&gbv=2&tbs=isch:1


Stakeholders involved

September 15th 2010 Slide 4

Competent 
Authority

NCA

PALS
EHOs



Example of how this operates
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EU Commission – circulates RAPEX 
alert to Member States NCP

NCA receives RAPEX alert

Sends to CA for review

CA assesses & Circulates to EHOs 
& PALS as appropriate

EHOs carry out surveillance & 
report back to CA



Cooperation in market surveillance

EHO samples suspect product for 
analysis

Request PAL to analyse product

Report of analysis circulated to 
EHO and CA

CA assess results and decide on 
future action

CA to contact RP or Manufacturer
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EU Activity

• Platform of European Market Surveillance 
Authorities in Cosmetics (PEMSAC)

• Representatives from Member States 
responsible for market surveillance

• Facilitate a cooperation framework
• Coordination of activities
• Exchange of information
• Development of joint projects
• Exchange of expertise and best practise
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PEMSAC subgroups

• Analytical Methods Group
• Development of analytical methods
• Shared database of analytical methods
• Screening method for detection of preservatives

• Market surveillance group 
• Vigilance for cosmetic products
• Guidance on communication of SUE
• Campaign on new hair dye labelling 

requirements
• Focus on use of nanomaterials in cosmetics
• Campaign on skin bleaching products
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Feedback to Our market

• Work programme established between all 
stakeholders

• Reflective of experience on Irish market
• Incorporate activity identified at EU level
• Report on activity to be submitted to the EU

(Regulation 765/2008)
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In Summary

• Stakeholders – important to ensure 
product is in compliance with the 
legislation

• Market surveillance – carried out by a 
number of authorities in Ireland 

• Must cooperate with the authorities
• Through compliance that we can ensure 

safe product is available to the consumer
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